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This case is based on a 
presentation by Luyanda Mpahlwa 
of DesignSpaceAfrica, SOUTH 
AFRICA, as part of the 2020 
series, POST-COVID-19 
PERSPECTIVES FOR ARCHITECTURE 
hosted by STADIO Higher 
Education, Open Architecture and 
the Architectural Education 
Forum Africa.

Architecture Activism forms part 
of the live online session 
Perspective 3 - How has COVID-19 
impacted how we create responsive 
architecture? chaired by Kevin 
Bingham of FGG Architects. 

Luyanda Mpahlwa is a Cape Town based architect, urban 
designer and founder of  Luyanda Mpahlwa 
DesignSpaceAfrica, which was founded in 2009. Luyanda 
was incarcerated on Robben Island Prison in 1981 for 
his anti-apartheid political activities, after which he 
exiled to Germany where he spent 15 years in Berlin. He 
returned to South Africa in 2000 and is now a member of 
SACAP, SAIA, CIfA, UDISA and SABTACO. 
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Kosovo 
informal 
Settlement 
SOUTH AFRICA
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- Kosovo informal 
settlement, SOUTH AFRICA

- How do we make our cities 
more inclusive?
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- Participatory design 
process
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1
• Engage with local 
users in design 
activities in order 
to uncover new 
ideas, priorities, 
and flows.

2
• Consistent 
meetings and 
workshops with the 
community to 
ensure a 
transparent design 
process. 

3
• Harvest and employ 
local skill and 
invest in training 
the community of 
Kosovo
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“
”

How does architecture serve 
society and how does 
architecture encourage new 
forms of collaboration with the 
people we are building for? 

“
”

http://www.designspaceafrica.com/



- The recording of the session can be accessed here. [39:45 – 1:12:14]

- http://www.designspaceafrica.com/

- http://www.designspaceafrica.com/studio2#/director/
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Additional Supporting Materials and Resources

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tgV-5HB1ZFU
http://www.designspaceafrica.com/
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Educating for a resilient future
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